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^MEjNgjMEN TS ™ THF. CLAIMS; 
Please cancel claims 2-6 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

1 (Currently Amended) A driving force distribution control device for a vehicle for 
controlling engaging force of a coupling mechanism so as to change transmission torque, thereby 
distributing driving force, said device comprising: 

me ans for continuously changing a torque limiter which limits engaging force of said 
coupling mechanism, from a limiter value in an ordinary control state according to a dnvmg 
state, to a limiter value in a specific control state 
tires: l o i mulLtU m ," "1 fi ' trmiu u «L u i u« n ynt mn ; nut. 

me ans for controlling engaging force of said coupling mechanism s^p^ptbdow 

^ Lu L uuu bolmv t\v o limi t c i r " nlnn in .aid s pe eific rnntrol r tn t* 

«- ^ ^onnt-of rfrmpr o fthg torque limiter per^^m^^ 

^^dn^^ry^^^ 

rt, a t the latter — y *~ relatively hrm than the former . 
2-6. (Canceled) 



. (New) A driving force dishibution con.ro! device for a vehicle for controlling 

driving force, said device comprising: rfta 
m eans for continnousiy changing a torque hnriler. which hrnns engagmg force of the 

eeuphng mechanism, from a limiter value in an ordinary control state according to a dnvng *a«e 

H hmL valne in a speciric control state a, the rime of having detected any abnorma. tncre.se 

in oil temperature in a driving force transmission system; 

mlns for con.ro.Hng engaging force o, the coupling mechanism so as ,o he k ep, helow 



7. 
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the limiter value of the torque limiter in every control state; and 

means for setting axnount-of-change of the torque limiter per time increment at transition 
from the ordinary control state to the specific control state and amount-of-change of the torque 
limiter per time increment at recovery from the specific control state to the ordinary control state 
such that the former may be relatively larger than the latter. 

8 (New) A driving force distribution control device for a vehicle for controlling 
engaging force of a coupling mechanism so as to change transmission torque, thereby distributing 

driving force, the device comprising: 

means for continuously changing a torque limiter, which limits engaging force of the 
coupling mechanism, from a limiter value in an ordinary control state according to a drivmg state 
to a limiter value in a specific control state for protecting a driving force transmission system; 

means for controlling engaging force of the coupling mechanism so as to be kept below 
the limiter value of the torque limiter in every control state; and 

means for setting amount-of-change of the torque limiter per time increment at transxtxon 
from the ordinary control state to the specific control state and amount-of-change of the torque 
limiter per time increment at recovery from the specific control state to the ordinary control state 
such that the former and the latter may be substantially equal at the low speed range of the 
vehicle. 

9. (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 1 , wherein said 
device comprises: 

a transfer control unit which includes said means for continuously changing said torque 
limiter, said means for controlling said engaging force, and said means for setting said amount- 
of-change of the torque limiter per time increment. 
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10. (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 9, wherein said 
transfer control unit receives a plurality of signals and calculates an instruction value for 
engaging torque based on said plurality of signals. 

11 (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 10, wherein said 
plurality of signals comprise at least one of a wheel speed sensor signal, throttle position sensor 
signal, brake switch signal, hand brake switch signal, lateral acceleration sensor signal and oil 
temperature sensor signal. 

12 (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 11, wherein in said 
specific control state, said transfer control unit confirms whether apresent value of said torque 
limiter exceeds a maximal value of an allowed torque value in said specific control state. 

13 (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 12, wherein in the 
event that a present value of said torque limiter exceeds the maximal value of the allowed torque 
in the specific control state, said transfer control unit gradually reduces the value of said torque 
limiter by subtracting a constant Al from the present value of said torque limiter. 

14 (New) The driving force distribution control device of claim 13, wherein in the 
event of transition from the specific control state to an ordinary control state, said transfer control 
unit gradually increases the value of said torque limiter to the maximal value of the torque hrrnter 
in the ordinary control state by adding a constant A2 to the present value of the torque hnuter. 
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